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Letter from the Co-Presidents 

Wow! What a spectacular summer this has been. The 
ratio of rain to sun this summer has been PERFECT! Let’s 
hope that this blessing continues into autumn. 
 
Despite the “break” over the summer, members have 
been busy. The Community Outreach Team has Noyes 
Garden in beautiful shape, our fearless Yearbook team 
has been collecting and editing information, our 
Newsletter Editors have been planning out the work for 
the coming year so that our newsletter editions look 
effortless. The second Mass Hort Festival of Trees team 
has been busy with glitter, glue, ribbon, paper and beads 
to come up with a tree that will rival our smash Lego 
tree from 2015, and our tireless Website mistress never 
stops thinking about what she can add to the ever-
changing site. Keep in mind that the Horticulture corner 
will be running at meetings again -- start looking at your 
garden through the lens of interesting seed pods, 
possible seedlings to donate, and giveaway containers 
for the dreary winter months when we will cherish our 
indoor plants even more. Now that the Christmas décor 
is abundant, the Ways and Means team will be looking 
for wreath and arrangement materials -- please help 
them out by starting to dry your sedum and hyacinths, 
and collect pinecones to donate. 
 
We have a lot to look forward to at the Needham 
Garden Club -- see your yearbook for details concerning 
each program. With the exception of October (club-only 
mixer), December (wreath and arrangement workshop) 
and May (end-of-year luncheon), all of our programs are 
open to everyone, so do invite a friend or neighbor to 
meetings -- we always have room for new members. 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Nancy Agler and Diana Conroy 
Co-Presidents 2017-2018 
 

 

 

Upcoming Calendar 

Sept. 12, 9:30 a.m. ~ Board Meeting   

Sept. 19, 9:30 a.m. ~ Club Meeting, 
Community Room, Needham Public Library 
(*open to the public) ~ “Get Real: Flowers 
for Everyday” ~ Sign up for Rose Kennedy 
Greenway field trip on Sept. 26; Sign up for 
October Table Design and for October 
Luncheon 

Oct. 3, 9:30 a.m. ~ Board Meeting  

Oct. 17, 9:30 a.m. ~ Club Meeting & 
Luncheon, Community Room, Needham 
Public Library (*members only) ~ Themed 
Group Table Design: “Let Gourds Be Your 
Inspiration” ~ Member luncheon following 
meeting 

Oct. 26, time TBA ~ Garden Therapy at 
Briarwood  

Nov. 7, 9:30 a.m. ~ Board Meeting 

Nov. 21, 9:30 a.m. ~ Club Meeting, 
Community Room, Needham Public Library 
(*open to the public) ~ “Floral Design with 
Anna Holmes” 
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Program Committee 

September 19, 2017: “Get Real: Flowers for Everyday”  
Carolyn Ellis, an MFA Senior Flower Arranger, and Beth Paisner, a specialist in drought-tolerant shade 
plants and in working with foliage, approach floral design in a yin and yang manner. They will WOW 
us with six arrangements for everyday enjoyment, followed by an opportunity drawing.  
 

October 17, 2017: “Let Gourds Be Your Inspiration”  

A single-themed group design “mixer,” members will be  
assigned to a four-person team. Each team will design a  
tablescape inspired by gourds. Teams will be given the  
assignment a few weeks in advance to allow for creative  
excitement and planning. Each team will receive a stipend  
to cover flowers. (See additional information below from the 
Flower Arranging Committee). A member luncheon will follow  
the meeting.  
 

November 21, 2017: “Floral Design with Anna Holmes”  
Anna Holmes, owner of Flowers by Anna in Cataumet, on the Cape, is an award-winning floral 
designer who has been in business for over 40 years. She is an FTD-certified master floral designer 
and floral consultant. Anna will demonstrate five different styles of arranging, followed by an 
opportunity drawing.  
 
Lori Markell and Fawn Hurwitz, Co-Chairs 

Flower Arranging Committee 

October Table Design: "Let Gourds Be Your Inspiration" 
 

Gourds come in all shapes and sizes, so let them guide your designs  
for floral arrangement and table ideas. Members will be assigned  
to groups of four to create a team. Sign up at our first September  
meeting.  
 
The table design idea has been so successful for the last few years  
that we are doing it again. It's a great way to meet other members  
and work together as a team, and we hope it will inspire us and get  
our creative juices started for another wonderful year in the  
Needham Garden Club.  
 
This is not a judged event ... only fun! Everyone has something they can contribute to this event.  
 
Anne Carlson and Char Sidell, Co-Chairs  

 

 

 

Table Design – Fall 2016 
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Community Outreach 

The Needham Garden Club, through its Community Outreach Committee, works to enrich our town 
with flowers and plantings. We organize four Garden Therapy sessions in Needham nursing homes 
throughout the year. These are very uplifting events, as we see each participating resident create a 
beautiful basket of flowers, which turns an ordinary day into one full of smiles. Our first Garden 
Therapy opportunity for this year is on October 26th at Briarwood. 
 
We also maintain Noyes Garden at the intersection of Central and Great Plain Avenues. At our 
September meeting we will be looking for volunteers to plant bulbs this Fall to provide good color 
for next Spring. 
 
In addition, we provide the arrangement of plants in the urns at  
the front of the library. Many, many thanks to Karen Taggart for  
giving us guidance in planting the urns, and to those who were  
members of the watering rotation this summer, for both the library  
and Noyes Garden. Everything has looked healthy and lush  
throughout the season.  
 
Lynne Jones & Debbie Wentworth, Co-Chairs 
 

 

Hospitality Committee 

Please refer to the following list for the month your 
Committee is scheduled to provide refreshments at the 
General Meetings: 
 
September  Hospitality & Programs 
October Horticulture 
November Flower Arranging 
December Hospitality & Board 
January  Nominating 
February Community Outreach 
March  Tri-Club 
April  Membership 
 
There will be a Members-Only Luncheon after the October 17 
General Meeting at the Needham Public Library. There will be 
a sign-up sheet at the September General Meeting. Please sign 
up if you plan to attend the luncheon. 
 
Mary Toran and Cathy Flaherty, Co-Chairs 

 

 

Yearbook Committee  

A BIG thank you to Co-Editors 
Karen Taggart and Nina Saltus 
for preparing the 2017-2018 
Needham Garden Club 
Yearbook. Their hard work will 
provide us with updated 
contact, scheduling and 
programming information for 
the coming year. Many thanks 
for your tireless effort!  
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Horticulture Committee  

Our June plant sale at the Needham Business Association Street Fair was a success thanks to the 
efforts of our many club members. We had many lovely plants and many helping hands. Gail Davis’ 
tri-fold poster about the club and its activities raised the club’s profile as well. In addition to 
promoting enthusiasm for gardening, we raised $559 for the club's various community projects. 

On June 20th we had our club's second Garden Stroll. All three gardens were a pleasure to stroll. 
Each one had different features and plants to enjoy. Many thanks to Amy Cicala, Debbie Kraft and 
Bonnie Waters for sharing their gardens with everyone. 

Horticulture Corner is a display at our monthly meeting of things pertaining to horticulture – either 
information supplied by the Horticulture Committee or plants or items from the general 
membership. 

The September corner will be a display of cut flowers from members’ gardens. Some vases will be 
available to display the flowers. Also, anyone who participated in the begonia challenge, please 
bring in your plant, if possible, or a picture or a cut begonia flower. 

In October we will once again have a plant swap. Members are asked to bring in cuttings or divisions 
of house or garden plants to share with other members. 

There is a field trip planned for Tuesday, September 26 (rain date Wednesday, September 27) to 
explore the Rose Kennedy Greenway. The Greenway is a series of parks in Boston which is 
approximately one mile long. We will take the Needham commuter train that leaves Needham 
Junction at 10:05 and arrives at South Station at 10:45. We will start at the Chinatown Park and end 
at the North End Parks, and those that are interested can lunch at the end. Check out the website 
for more information about the parks - www.rosekennedygreenway.org. Please sign up at the 
meeting on September 19, or contact Cathie (mcathiecummings@aol.com) or Eileen 
(emecagni@yahoo.com) if you are interested in going. 

Cathie Cummings and Eileen Mecagni, Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

NBA Street Fair 

Plant Sale 

 

http://www.rosekennedygreenway.org/
mailto:mcathiecummings@aol.com
mailto:emecagni@yahoo.com
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Debbie Kraft’s gardens 

 

 

Bonnie Waters’ gardens 

  

Amy Cicala’s gardens 

Garden Stroll 2017 



6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website Committee 

The website continues to be 
maintained and updated by 
Nancy Agler. Thank you, 
Nancy! For comments about 
the website, and especially  
for sending information or 
photos to share, please get in 
touch with Nancy at 
niagler@aol.com. 

Scholarship  

A $1,000 scholarship was 
awarded by the Needham 
Garden Club to graduating 
Needham High School 
senior Austin Shaver. 
Austin is interested in 
community farming and 
conservation, and will be 
attending Bates College 
this fall.  
 

Membership Committee 

The Membership Committee eagerly awaits the start of the 
Needham Garden Club's 2017 – 2018 calendar year. At present, 
the Garden Club has one honorary member, 14 associate 
members and 54 active members. The new members from last 
year have all been assigned to committees and in many cases are 
already hard at work.  
 
Our committee has the pleasure of welcoming visitors to our 
monthly programs providing them with a packet of information 
that includes program descriptions for the year from September 
through May, information on how to join the club and 
descriptions of the club's various committees. If you know of 
anyone who might be interested in hearing more about the 
Needham Garden Club, please contact either Sally Toran at 781-
444-4290 or SallyToran@hotmail.com, or Bonnie Waters at 781-
449-6364 or bonniewaters@comcast.net. 
 
Bonnie Waters and Sally Toran, Co-Chairs 
 
 
Bonnie Waters and Sally Toran, Co-Chairs 

Newsletter Committee 

Please send your photos and ideas for 
the newsletter to Carol Alper 
(carol.alper25@gmail.com), Amy Cicala 
(amycicala293@gmail.com), or Jane 
Brand (ajbrand@comcast.net). 
Committee chairs: if you are planning a 
Garden Club event for November or 
December, please send us your article 
by October 10, 2017 so it can be 
included in the next newsletter. 
 
Carol Alper and Amy Cicala, Co-Editors 

 

A Reminder from the Corresponding Secretary 

Please call or email Cathy MacFarlane, the Garden Club’s 
Corresponding Secretary, if you have news concerning one  
of our members, be it illness, a death in family or a  
celebratory occasion.  Cathy can be reached at 
Cathy@macfarlaneenergy.com or 781-444-1535 (home phone). 
 

 

Scholarship recipient Austin Shaver 
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