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Calendar of Events
• November 15: “Holiday Wreaths and Centerpieces”
• November 17: Community Outreach at North Hill, 10:00 a.m.
• November 30: Members-Only Wreath Making
• December 2: Wreath and Arrangement Workshop
• December 3: Wreath and Arrangement Sale

LETTER FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

A warm welcome to all our members and associates! Fall has come quickly now, and summer 
flowers and colors have been replaced by the changing foliage. There is no better way to 
welcome fall than the colorful kale and cabbages and vibrant fall mums. 

To those who are new or newer to the Needham Garden Club, we are very happy to have you. We 
hope you will enjoy our programs and our committees and welcome your involvement.

Our first event featuring Trish Umbrell from The Natick Community Organic Garden was very well 
received and brought many ideas for flower arranging from nature. We look forward to using this 
creativity in our homes. Great fun was had by all at the fall mixer on October 18 in the library. The 
theme was a fall wine tasting, and the tables settings incorporated this using flowers, props and 
place settings. The flower arranging committee members are looking forward to preparing 
centerpieces and a podium piece for the Distinguished Alumni Events ceremony at the High School.

Karen Shapiro, on behalf of the Administrative Council 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

November 15, 2016      “Holiday Wreaths and Centerpieces” with Richard O'Mara

 Richard O'Mara, the talented owner of Cedar Grove Gardens in
 Dorchester, will demonstrate his innovative techniques for making
 festive and unique holiday greenery.  Richard is certain to provide us
 with new ideas that we can use for the club's major fundraiser in
 December and also for decorating our own homes.



December 2, 2016           Wreath and Arrangement Workshop

The Way and Means Committee will provide materials for this all-day
workshop.  Since this is our major annual fundraising event, all members
are asked to participate for some period of the day.

Fawn Hurwitz and Lori Markell, Co-Chairs

FLOWER ARRANGING COMMITTEE

 We want to thank all the club members who participated
 in the October Fall Wine Tasting table design event. It
 was fun for all to see how each group interpreted the
 same theme. This well-attended event was a great way 
 to get to know each other better, working in the smaller
 groups, and we are sure everyone gained a few new
 design tips from each other along the way.  Please view
 the results of our team efforts at the end of this

                          newsletter.

Karen Shapiro and Anne Carlson, Co-chairs

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

November 10th, 10:30 a.m:  Bow Making Workshop at the home of Lynne Braley at 60 Old Farm Road.
Novice and expert bow makers are needed.

November 30th:  Make Your Own Wreath will be at the Needham Public
Library Community Room starting at 9 a.m. This is for NGC members only
and registration by October 28th is necessary.

December 2nd, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m:  Calling all members! Making of wreaths
and arrangements will be at the Administration Building at the
Congregational Church. Sign up sheets will be available for shifts at the
November 15th General Meeting at the Library.

December 3rd, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m:   Annual Sale of Wreaths and Arrangements will be at the 
Administrative Building at the Congregational Church. Sign-up sheets will be available for shifts at 
the November 15th General Meeting at the Library.

If you can take a sign for your front lawn to advertise the Wreath and Arrangement Sale, they will 
be available at the November 15th General Meeting. Please sign out that you are taking one on a 
sheet available at the meeting. If you have a small sign from last year, we will take them back at 
the meeting and give you a new sign. We will recycle them next year with a new date.

Janice Berns and Martha Schleck, Co-Chairs



HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE

Horticulture Corner
Thank you to those of you who brought in your garden bounty for display in September and plants 
for sharing in October. 

For November's corner, we are featuring decorative dried plant material. Astilbe, hydrangea, sedum
and yarrow are a few suggestions for dried flowers that you may have in your garden. Ornamental 
grass plumes, seed pods and artemisia also make for a nice display. There are many possibilities, so 
see what you can find.

Note: If you have extra dried materials, the Ways and Means Committee can use them for our 
wreath and arrangement sale.

Horticulture Tips for November and December
(Compiled by Barbara Murphy from Virginia Cooperative Extension)

Winterizing Trees and Shrubs - Preventing Desiccation
It is often necessary to provide extra attention to plants in the fall to help them over-winter and 
start spring in peak condition. Winter damage can be divided into 3 categories: desiccation, 
freezing, and breakage. This summary will focus on desiccation.

Desiccation, or drying out, is a significant cause of damage, especially on evergreens. Desiccation 
occurs when water leaves the plant faster than it is taken up. During severely cold weather, the 
ground may freeze to a depth beyond the extent of the root system. If the fall has been particularly
dry, there may be insufficient ground moisture to supply the roots. Small, shallow-rooted plants will
be affected first, but all plants are vulnerable. Injury due to desiccation is commonly seen as 
discolored, burned evergreen needles or leaves, often worse on the side facing the wind. Plants 
near a white house where the suns rays reflect off the side may see extra damage.

Prevention: Anti-desiccant compounds are sold in many garden centers, although research shows 
these compounds degrade rapidly and are of limited value to homeowners.
Proper watering is a critical factor in winterizing. If autumn rains have been insufficient, give plants
a deep soaking that will supply water to the entire root system before the ground freezes. Mulching
to control for erosion and loss of water is also critical-- a 2 inch layer of mulch will reduce water 
loss and maintain moisture around roots. Proper pruning (avoiding late summer which stimulates 
new tender growth and reduces the supply of nutrients to the plant through the winter). Fall 
fertilization after plants are dormant but before soil temperatures drop below 45 degrees may help 
prevent winter damage.
Small evergreens can best be protected by using windbreaks of burlap, canvas, or similar materials, 
not black plastic (which stores heat, radiates it, increasing the extreme fluctuation between day 
and night temperatures.)

Cathie Cummings and Eileen Mecagni, Co-Chairs

COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE

This starts a busy holiday season for many with Halloween, Thanksgiving, Hanukah, and Christmas.  
This also starts the busy season for the Community Outreach team as well.  While our outdoor 



gardening is done (although we may slip some bulbs into Noyes garden), our Garden Therapy at 
nursing homes has begun.

We visited Briarwood Nursing and Rehab on October 20, 2016 and
had a great turnout.  We’ll be visiting North Hill on Thursday,
November 17 at 10 a.m.  Please consider joining us as it is such a
worthwhile activity.

 While all of the Outreach
 Committee members are
 very active participants in
 the garden therapy, we
 simply can’t do it without
help.  We generally need
 about 10-12 people per session and there are not that 
 many members of our committee.  We appreciate very 
 much everyone who gives an hour or two of their time to
 this wonderful activity.

Nancy Agler and Diana Conroy, Co-Chairs

WEBSITE

The website (www.needhamgardenclub.com) is posting photos of homes and gardens that have 
embraced the fall season. Send your photos to Nancy Agler at niagler@aol.com and she will post 
them on the website. Let's see the beautiful colors of Needham!

Nancy Agler, Chair

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Eight guests attended our September meeting with some expressing interest in joining the Club. If 
you know of anyone who is interested in becoming a member, please contact Sally Toran or Bonnie 
Waters. Please welcome our newest member:

Joyce Morgan, 27 Macintosh Avenue, Needham, MA 02492
Phone: 781-449-4065, email:  jtmdarien@gmail.com

Sally Toran and Bonnie Waters, Co-Chairs

NEWSLETTER

Hope you enjoy this latest edition of our Garden Club Newsletter.  Thanks to all who sent in photos 
and articles.  The deadline for the next newsletter is December 10th.  Please have the articles in by 
that date before the holidays as it makes our job so much easier.  Thanks.

Carol Alper and Amy Cicala, Co-Chairs

http://www.needhamgardenclub.com/
mailto:jtmdarien@gmail.com
mailto:niagler@aol.com


Trish Umbrell presenting “The Four Seasons of Gardening”

                               

Library Flowers arranged by the Needham Garden Club

             



A Fall Wine Tasting




