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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE                    

The cold winds may be blowing but the warmth of the 
recent success of the Wreath and Arrangement Sale will 
sustain us. So many contributed so much to the success of 
this sale. The work parties collecting greens, making and 
collecting ornaments for the wreaths, crafting the 
decorative bows for the wreaths, carefully sorting 
jewelry, setting up for the event, working on the day of 
the event and the clean-up all spoke of the team effort 
that makes us a special group of ladies. Congratulations 
to all of us and to the Chairs that made this all possible. 

Another shout-out should go to Community Outreach for their tireless work on 
Noyes Garden and the Library Planters. In addition, they have organized 
Garden Therapy sessions at North Hill and Briarwood. While COVID has still 
been an issue, this committee has provided small arrangements for the 
residents of these facilities bringing smiles as they go. 

Let’s mark our calendar for Jan. 17th at the library where Suzanne Mahler will 
offer a program on Designing a Garden for All Seasons. She will introduce us to 
plants that will provide a succession of bloom and multiple seasons of interest. 
She will offer tips for attractive plant combinations and apply design principles 
for our gardens throughout the growing season. 

In the meantime, your Co-Presidents hope you had a very happy holiday season 
with family and friends.   

Gail Davis and Debbie Wentworth, Co-Presidents 



In Memoriam 

Kay Taylor: (October, 2022) Kay was a faithful member of the Club and 
introduced many of us to the beauty of dahlias. “They are easy to grow, just 
remember to stake them.” 

COMMITTEE NEWS 

Program Committee 

November 15th we welcomed Richard O'Mara, 
the talented owner of Cedar Grove Gardens in 
Dorchester.  He and his assistant demonstrated 
his innovative techniques for making festive 
holiday greenery. 

Nancy Gallerani and Martha Schleck, Co-Chairs 

Here are the lucky winners of the beautiful arrangements!



Please update your calendars with the following meetings at the 
Needham Public Library Community Room 

January 17 - Designing a Garden for All Seasons with Suzanne Mahler 
February 28 - Floral Interpretation of Artwork with Thu-Hang Tran 
March 7 - Tri-Club Meeting with Beth Shalom and Kalmia Garden Clubs 
April 18 - Flower arranging workshop  

Ways and Means Committee 
 
Thanks to the 
hard work and 
enthusiasm of 
all of us, our 
Wreath, 
Arrangement, 
and Jewelry 
Sale was a 
HUGE 
SUCCESS. The 
Wreath Sale 
grossed $5,458 and the Jewelry Sale grossed 
$1,223.  After expenses we netted $4,214.94!!!  

Of course we couldn’t have accomplished this without the hands of those 
many people who worked before the big weekend, contributing jewelry and 
making bows, faux arrangements, and fascinators at various workshops. 
Friday’s Workshop brought more fun for our generous and productive 
members, as we shared enthusiasm, advice, and compliments on each 
other’s beautiful wreaths and arrangements. On the day of the Sale, we 
proudly marketed our designs to the customers.  

The Wreath Sale Weekend is always a 
joyful event, giving us opportunity to 
continue to develop our friendships and 
demonstrate our creativity.  

We are so lucky to have had Fabienne 
Madsen and Nancy Yablonski as our 
Wreath Sale Chairs, Diana Conroy and 



Susan Condon as our Jewelry Sale 
Chairs, and Anne Brain and Cathy 
Flaherty as our Hospitality Chairs.  

Thank you, too to the Congregational  
Church who provided us the 
opportunity to sell on Sunday.  

It took a Village to achieve this success 
and the Needham Garden Club is a 
great Village! Thanks and 
Congratulations to Us!!! 

Fabienne Madsen and Nancy Yablonski, Co-Chairs 
 

Horticulture Committee  
 
Terry Luskin and Trish Cruickshank, co-chairs of 
the Horticulture Committee, sponsored a sale of 
Amaryllis bulbs to garden club members this fall. 

The gorgeous amaryllis have begun to bloom! 

Terry Luskin and Trish Cruickshank, Co-Chairs 

Membership Committee 

The Membership committee has been rather quiet after a busy start to our 
program year. Please invite a friend to our meetings! They will be warmly 
welcomed, and we can get them any information that they may need.  

Lynne Braley and Diana Conroy, Co-Chairs 

Community Outreach Committee 

Many thanks from the Community Outreach Committee to all the club 
members that contribute to our several activities which benefit our 
community. 



The Library Urns   Members helped to water and maintain the plantings 
through November. They are now filled with evergreen branches and faux 
berries for the winter months. If anyone notices a problem with the urns 
please contact Ellen or Cathie.  

Library Reception Area   Each 
week a member has generously 
provided a plant or flower 
arrangement for the enjoyment 
of the library patrons and staff. 
This is a year-round activity. 
There will be opportunities to 
participate by signing-up on 
email or at our general meetings. 

Garden Therapy   After a two-year hiatus the club was able 
to have a flower arranging workshop with senior residents at Briarwood 
Healthcare Center. There were flowers and smiles all around. We will be 
planning at least one more session at a different facility in the Spring. As 
always, we can use donations of medium size baskets and liners.    

Ellen Barnes and Cathie Cummings, Co-chairs 

Flower Arranging Committee 

The Flower Arranging Committee is already thinking Spring. We are planning 
an inspiring workshop to be held Tuesday, April 18th from 9-1 at the library. 
Space is limited, so mark your calendars and be ready for the sign-up 
sheets, and the project reveal, in January.  

Carole Grosberg and Lyn Jekowsky, Co-chairs 

Hospitality  Committee 

The Hospitality Committee put on a fabulous spread 
for the Workshop and Sale!  We didn’t go hungry 
with all kinds of delicious snacks to pick from like 
cakes, cookies, and brownies, not to mention, 
coffee, tea and other beverages.  Thanks so much!   

Cathy Flaherty and Anne Brain, Co-chairs 



Newsletter Committee 

We thank everyone for their timely submissions and all the photos.  The next 
issue of the Newsletter comes out March 1, put together by Becky 
Levanduski (rebeccalev@aol.com).  The deadline for articles/photos is 
February 10.  

More Pictures From the Workshop and Wreath, 
Arrangement and Jewelry 
Sale! 
         

mailto:rebeccalev@aol.com


 



Examples of Some of our Work


