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NEEDHAM GARDEN CLUB 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

January 28, 2020 
 
The meeting was called to order by Tri-President Diana Conroy at 9:42 a.m. Diana welcomed those 
present, and thanked Maureen McCaffrey and Susan Abbott for the flower arrangement on the tea 
table. She also thanked the Program Committee for providing the refreshments. 
 
Upon motion made, the minutes from the November 2019 general meeting were accepted. 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
No update. 
 
Treasurer/Finance Committee 
Per Diana, the Wreath & Arrangement Sale in December did well and was well-attended. Leftover 
arrangements were made available for purchase at the Congregational Church on the Sunday 
following the sale, and all were sold. The jewelry sale raised $669, and the wreaths and 
arrangements raised $4,474. After subtracting expenses, the sale’s profit was $2750.32. Diana 
thanked club members for their hard work, energy and enthusiasm. Trish Cruikshank presented 
Diana with the club’s garden necklace, in recognition of her work on the wreath and arrangement 
sale. 
 
Communications: 
No update. 
 
Community Outreach: 
Lynne Jones stated that two sign-up sheets would be circulated. One is for Garden Therapy at North 
Hill on March 19, 2020. She asked that small baskets be donated for this, as club supplies are low. 
The other sign-up sheet is for arrangements for the library’s reception area. Imme Kilburn noted 
that the arrangements get lots of compliments, need not be elaborate, and are good advertising for 
the club. 
 
Flower Arranging: 
Carole Grosberg informed the group that a club workshop would be held at Elm Bank on  
May 12, 2020; topic to be determined. 
 
Horticulture: 
Karen Taggart stated that today’s Horticulture Corner features such things as seeds, milk jug seed 
starting, articles, magazines, seed catalogs and native plant information. Diana asked members to 
start thinking soon about plants for the spring plant sale; native plants were especially popular at 
last year’s sale. 
 
Hospitality: 
Anne Brain informed the group that for those committees in charge of refreshments at the meetings, 
the supplies are no longer stored at the library, but are stored at Cathy Flaherty’s home. Hosts 
should contact Cathy F in advance of the meeting they are hosting. 
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Membership: 
Debbie Wentworth introduced three new members, who were presented with their aprons and 
yearbooks: Mo Dowd (who was unable to attend today’s meeting); Joan Halford, who will serve on 
the Community Outreach Committee, and whose mentor is Lynne Jones; and Ellen Barnes, who 
will serve on the Hospitality Committee, and whose mentor is Pat Hession. 
 
Newsletter: 
Co-editor Amy Cicala stated that the next issue will be the March/April issue. She asked that all 
information for the newsletter be provided by February 10th, and requested photos for inclusion in 
the newsletter. 
 
Nominating: 
Per Diana, if members have not yet returned their preference sheets for the upcoming year, they 
should do so immediately. If a preference sheet is not turned in, the member will be assigned to a 
committee, which may not be among their top choices. 
 
Ways and Means: 
No update. 
 
Program: 
Pat Hession introduced the day’s presenters, Thu-Hang Tran and Linda Weisberg, who are senior 
associates at the Museum of Fine Arts. The program will describe the training and work of the 
associates at the museum, who are responsible for creating floral arrangements for the museum’s 
entrances and certain public spaces. Following the presentation, Linda and Thu-Hang will 
demonstrate their floral arranging techniques. 
 
The business meeting concluded at 10:00 a.m., at which time the program began. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Brand 
Recording Secretary 


