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NEEDHAM GARDEN CLUB 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

November 3, 2020 
(15 members present) 

 
Co-President Martha Schleck called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m. The meeting took place via 
Zoom. 
 
Recording Secretary:  
A motion was made to approve the minutes from the October Board meeting; said motion passed.   
 
Corresponding Secretary:  
Last month, Bonnie Waters sent cards to Pat H, Kay T and John Smith. The club hopes to send a card 
to Kathy L once it is determined when and where she may be going for rehab following her 
hospitalization. 
 
Treasurer/Finance Committee: 
The October Treasurer’s Report was circulated to the Board. October’s report reflects the following: 
October began with $20,756.49 in the checking account and $280 cash on hand, for a total of 
$21,036.49. Income for the month was $270.81; expenses were $206.55. At the end of the month, the 
checking account balance was $20,820.75 and cash on hand was $280, for a total of $21,100.75.  
Trish C inquired whether the bill submitted on behalf of the Yearbook Committee had been paid; it has 
not yet been paid, but will be soon. 
 
Communications Committee: 
Publicity — Gail Davis stated that an article concerning the new Board had been published in the 
paper, and she is planning to submit an article concerning the club’s videos of virtual programs, 
directing readers to the club’s website for links. She will coordinate this with other Board members as 
necessary to ensure the links are available and working before submitting the article. 
 
Yearbook — In addition to follow up concerning the bill (noted above), Trish Cruickshank requested 
that she be provided with any corrections and/or updates for the yearbook. 
 
Facebook — Lyn Jekowsky posted photos from the pumpkin decorating program to the club’s 
Facebook page. She has names of nonmember visitors to the club’s Facebook page; Debbie W will try 
to follow up with those persons on behalf of the Membership Committee.  
 
Website — Per Jane L, Nancy Agler reported that she will follow up concerning a contact she received 
via the website. 
 
Community Outreach Committee: 
Lynne Jones and Cathie Cummings reported that they plan to install a seasonal arrangement of greens 
in the library urns in November. Donations of greens for this purpose are welcome. Further action 
concerning replacement of the urns will be put off until the spring. The difficulty of dealing with 
removal of the heavy urns, and the size constraints of the urns’ current location when looking for 
replacement urns, was again noted. 
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Discussion ensued about whether, in lieu of Garden Therapy sessions which have had to be canceled 
due to Covid, the club might offer a Zoom program for seniors, akin to the Washi pumpkin decorating 
or flower arranging programs the club held this fall. It was confirmed that the Senior Center is offering 
activities via Zoom. Lynne and Cathie will follow up with Anne B, who suggested it, and the director 
of the Senior Center. 
 
Flower Arranging Committee: 
Martha thanked the committee for organizing the pumpkin decorating program, and noted that the 
breakout sessions worked well. Lyn Jekowsky stated that the virtual general club meeting on 
November 17 will feature a presentation on the history and care of orchids, as well as a Pecha Kucha 
presentation of orchids. Lyn will send a link with a summary of the book The Orchid Thief for those 
unable to read the book in advance of the meeting. Carole Grosberg offered to reach out to a speaker 
from the Florida Orchid Society whom TBS Garden Club had hired, to excellent reviews, to see if he 
would be available to speak during the program for a half hour at 10:00. To that end, a motion was 
made to authorize the expenditure of $50 to hire a speaker from the Florida Orchid Society to present 
at the November 17 meeting. Said motion was seconded and approved. Further discussion included 
arranging for the raffle of an orchid from Trader Joe’s at the conclusion of the meeting. Lyn J stated 
that she could assign raffle numbers to the meeting’s participants as they are admitted to the Zoom 
meeting. As the November meeting is usually open to the public, efforts will be made to provide 
access to members of the public who may wish to attend. 
 
Horticulture Committee: 
Trish C stated that the club is ordering a dozen amaryllis, at a cost of less than $70, to be sold to 
interested club members only. Due to the cancellation of the wreath and arrangement sale, no 
additional quantities will be ordered.  
 
Hospitality Committee: 
Cathy Flaherty reported that the supplies remain safely stowed in her garage. 
 
Membership Committee: 
Debbie Wentworth reported that information concerning the book purchase in Marjorie Oumanian’s 
memory was provided to the library, but due to the pandemic shutdown, the library has taken no action 
on this yet. She has also followed up on two membership requests that she received. Both persons 
would like to attend in-person meetings, when they resume, before committing to joining the club. It 
was suggested that they be invited to attend the November virtual meeting. 
 
Newsletter Committee: 
Martha thanked the Newsletter Committee for the most recent issue. Carol Alper noted that the 
deadline for submissions for the January/February newsletter, to be prepared by Jane B, is December 
10th.  
  
Nominating Committee: 
Anne Carlson noted that November is usually the time when the committee preference forms are 
circulated to the club’s members. Discussion followed about how to proceed, given that the club’s 
normal activities have been so dramatically curtailed due to the pandemic. It was noted that while 
some committees have had a lighter workload this year, others have had the usual workload, or perhaps 
more, given pandemic-related adjustments that have been made. It was agreed that each committee 
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should decide whether the committee leadership is willing to continue in their current roles for another 
year or wish to make a change, and/or whether adding a tri-chair to ensure continuity would be 
appropriate. It was felt that Club President and Ways and Means are two positions where tri-
presidents/tri-chairs would be necessary. Committee chairs should get in touch with Anne C to share 
their thinking concerning the future needs of their committees. Anne C will write up a summary of this 
proposal for circulation by Martha or Jane L. 
 
Program Committee: 
Bonnie Waters reported that Nancy Riggs will present virtually on Gardening for the Future on 
January 19, 2021, and Susan Guest is prepared to present on gardening ergonomics via Zoom, if 
necessary, on April 27, 2021. It was decided to cancel Dan Jaffe Wilder’s presentation on February 23 
concerning native plants. Thus, the committee is looking for a replacement speaker for that date. It was 
noted that the Massachusetts Master Gardeners Association’s Speakers Bureau has speakers on a 
number of topics; Bonnie will follow up with hopes of finding a speaker on native plants. Bonnie also 
stated that this Fall’s speakers have been re-booked for the Fall of 2021. 
The possibility of holding a virtual meeting in December, since the Wreath and Arrangement Sale has 
been canceled, was raised. Martha stated that such a meeting, focusing on boxwood oasis arrangements 
or seasonal home arrangements, is under consideration. 
 
Ways and Means Committee: 
No update.   
 
Old Business: 
None 
 
New Business: 

1. In response to an email from the high school, the club confirmed that it intends to offer a $2000 
scholarship again this year. 

2. The Mass Hort’s Festival of Trees is scheduled to take place Wednesdays through Sundays, 
10:00 am to 8:00 pm, starting November 27 and continuing through December 20. 

3. Martha shared that she had spoken to Kay T, who offered the club dried flowers that she had 
collected. 

4. With regard to Nina S’s passing, a memorial service via Zoom has been scheduled for 
November 14 at 2:00 pm. The link will be provided for those who wish to attend. Discussion 
ensued about ways to memorialize Nina. In the past, memorial books have been purchased for 
the library for both members and past presidents. Other memorials, like the planting of trees, 
have proven difficult in the past due to the Town’s reluctance to take on future tree care. 

 
Following a motion, voted on and passed, the meeting adjourned at 10:39 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Brand, Recording Secretary 
 
Present:  Carol Alper, Jane Brand, Anne Carlson, Trish Cruickshank, Cathie Cummings, Gail Davis, 
Cathy Flaherty, Carole Grosberg, Lyn Jekowsky, Lynne Jones, Jane Lischewski, Terry Luskin, Martha 
Schleck, Bonnie Waters and Debbie Wentworth. 


