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NEEDHAM GARDEN CLUB 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

March 1, 2022 

(16 members present) 

 

Tri-President Debbie Wentworth called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. The meeting took place via 

Zoom.  

 

Recording Secretary:  

A motion was made by Jane Brand and seconded by Nancy Agler to approve the minutes from the 

October 2021 Board meeting; said motion was approved. A motion was made by Bonnie Waters and 

seconded by Anne Carlson to approve the minutes from the January 2022 Board meeting; said 

motion was approved. 

 

Corresponding Secretary:  

Bonnie Waters reported that five notes/cards were sent in January to various members and families of 

members because of health issues or deaths in the family. 

 

Treasurer/Finance Committee:  

The Treasurer’s Reports for January and February were circulated to the Board.  

The January 2022 Treasurer’s Report reflected the following:  

The month began with $22,454.72 in the checking account and cash on hand of $280, for a total of 

$22,734.72. There was no income for the month; expenses were $2,034.29. At the end of the month, 

the checking account balance was $20,420.43 and cash on hand was $280, for a total of $20,700.43.  

The February 2022 Treasurer’s Report reflected the following:  

The month began with $20,420.43 in the checking account and cash on hand of $280, for a total of 

$20,700.43. Income for the month was $60.00; expenses were $569.98. At the end of the month, the 

checking account balance was $19,910.45 and cash on hand was $280, for a total of $20,190.45.  

Treasurer Nancy Agler raised the following issues. Being unable to attend the Tri-Club Meeting next 

week, Nancy wanted to know to whom the $500 check should be made payable, and who would 

deliver it. Lyn Jekowsky offered to get pertinent details at the TBS Board meeting; Anne Carlson 

stated that she plans to attend the meeting and would deliver the check if necessary. 

Discussion ensued about the processes concerning new members and dues payments generally, to 

ensure that new members are promptly brought into the information pipeline, and that dues and 

updates to contact information are provided promptly by the June 1 deadline so as not to delay 

preparation of the Yearbook. In particular, the suggestion was made to include a slip to be returned 

with dues checks which would indicate any changes to contact info. 

The Board was informed that new member Lori Hall has been assigned to the Community Outreach 

and Horticulture Committees, and has expressed an interest in assisting with the website; Jane Brand 

will be her mentor. 

 

Communications Committee:  

Publicity — Gail Davis had nothing to report. She will gear up for plant sale publicity soon.  

Yearbook — Trish Cruickshank had nothing to report. She will soon be collecting information for 

the next yearbook. She also asked for ideas for the next cover; the suggestion was made to reference 

NGC’s 90 years as a club (as of last year). 
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Facebook — Lyn Jekowsky had no update concerning FB. She complimented those who created Art 

in Bloom arrangements. Lyn is working on the slide show, which will be available as a YouTube 

video on March 11.  

Website — Nancy Agler reported that the website has been updated.  

 

Community Outreach Committee:  

Co-Chair Lynne Jones reported that the committee is quiet at present. She asked the Board whether 

the club should re-start Garden Therapy sessions, which had been paused due to the pandemic. 

Following discussion, it was agreed that an effort should be made to resume Garden Therapy, with 

the understanding that the events may be cancelled if conditions warrant. Lynne will get in touch 

with local facilities later in the spring to try to schedule sessions in the fall.  

Co-Chair Cathie Cummings stated that she has received generally good participation for providing 

library arrangements, but needs to fill slots for May and June. She will send another request for 

members to provide arrangements for the remaining dates. Membership Committee Co-Chair Eileen 

Mecagni agreed to provide more bookmarks for the NGC library display. 

Following discussion, it was agreed that the Presidents would plan to meet with the new librarian to 

establish a relationship and advise of the various projects the garden club undertakes for the library. 

 

Flower Arranging Committee:  

No update.  

 

Horticulture Committee:  

Co-Chair Trish Cruickshank reported that plant sale planning continues. The plant sale is scheduled 

for May 21. The Committee will meet soon and sign-ups will be circulated before the April meeting. 

Another potting workshop will be planned; Lyn Jekowsky offered to host. Plant ‘sitters’ will be 

needed. Discussion ensued about the possibility of obtaining a wholesale license; the following 

comments were noted: that such a license is expensive; that we may be able to obtain wholesale 

pricing from Wilson Farms in Lexington; that purchasing natives from Nasami Farm and/or Garden 

in the Woods was also a possibility, though pricing was unknown. 

 

Hospitality Committee:  

Co-Chair Cathy Flaherty stated that she continues to store hospitality materials. Following 

discussion, it was agreed that the Board would like to try holding the May 17 Annual Meeting and 

luncheon in person at the Needham Golf Club, as in past years. Anne C agreed to get in touch with 

the golf club to see if the Annual Meeting date could be reserved; she will follow up with Cathy F. 

 

Membership Committee:  

No update. See discussion under Treasurer, above. 

 

Newsletter Committee:  

Jane Lischewski stated that the March/April newsletter is expected to be sent out today.  

 

Nominating Committee:  

Co-Chair Anne Carlson stated that the proposed slate of Board members for the new Board had been 

circulated. She also stated that the preference sheet would be updated. In response to a suggestion 

that Ways & Means have a tri-chair, the Nominating Committee noted that the Ways & Means 

Committee members had been selected with an eye toward providing sufficient depth to allow for 

that if needed. Following discussion concerning procedural matters, Jane Brand moved that the 

Board endorse the slate of officers and committee chairs proposed by the Nominating Committee to 
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be voted on by the membership at the Annual Meeting; said motion was seconded by Gail Davis and 

passed. It was also agreed that the proposed slate for the new Board be published in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Program Committee:  

Co-Chair Pat Hession reminded the Board that the Tri-Club Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 

March 8 at 7:15 pm at Temple Beth Shalom. Masks and social distancing will be required; food will 

not be available. The presentation will feature New Leaf flores, a boutique floral design shop located 

in Jamaica Plain. Pat expressed the hope that the April general meeting will take place in-person at 

the library. 

Co-Chair Bonnie Waters informed the Board that the sound system, previously discussed and 

consisting of a Bose speaker, headset and stand, had been purchased for the sum of $1300. The 

system was tested at the library and worked fine. She thanked several club members, their family 

members and library staff for their help. The sound system will not be stored at the library. 

 

Ways and Means Committee:  

Tri-Chair Nancy Yablonski reported that the tri-chairs had purchased ornaments and decorations for 

next year on sale, and that she continues to make hand-made ornaments as well. Nancy believes the 

committee is well supplied at present.  

 

Old Business:  

None.  

 

New business:  

1) Charles River Watershed Association – Treasurer Nancy Agler previously brought this 

organization, to which the club had donated in the past, to the attention of the Board. 

Following discussion, including that membership costs $100, Trish Cruickshank moved to 

donate $100 to the Charles River Watershed association; Jane Lischewskli seconded said 

motion and the motion passed. Nancy A suggested that going forward, an annual donation 

could be included in the budget. 

2) Native Plant Trust – Nancy A stated that benefits of the club’s $125 membership include: a 

10% discount on a speaker; 10% off the cost of a tour; 20% off the cost of a room rental; and 

four visitor passes (which have been forwarded to the library in the past). The Presidents 

were asked to inquire of the library whether we can find out who uses the passes/how often 

they are used, and whether the club can get credit for having donated the passes. 

3) Mass Hort – Nancy A also stated that our Mass Hort membership entitles us to: a free 50-

person tour or free use of a meeting room; a $25 gift certificate to Stonegate and Weston 

Nurseries; and admission for two garden club members (though the membership card must be 

presented). It was suggested that the club try to arrange for a tour in the spring. 

4) Boston Strong Daffodils - Bonnie Waters stated she had received a donation request from 

Boston Strong for daffodils along the Boston Marathon route. Following discussion, there 

was general agreement not to donate this year.  

5) Presidents’ Luncheon - Whether to hold a Presidents’ luncheon at the May 3 Board Meeting 

was discussed, including potential locations and food options. The Presidents will further 

discuss this issue and will follow up with the Board and with Cathy F concerning any 

Hospitality Committee assistance which may be needed. 

 

There being no further business, and upon motion made by Jane Lischewski, seconded by Lynne 

Jones and approved, the meeting adjourned at 11:06 am.  
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Respectfully submitted,  

Jane Brand, Recording Secretary  

 

Present: Nancy Agler, Jane Brand, Diana Conroy, Trish Cruickshank, Cathie Cummings, Gail 

Davis, Cathy Flaherty, Pat Hession, Lyn Jekowsky, Lynne Jones, Jane Lischewski, Eileen 

Mecagni, Martha Schleck, Bonnie Waters, Debbie Wentworth and Nancy Yablonski. 


