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           Needham Garden Club Newsletter 

May/June 2022 

 
LETTER FROM YOUR  
TRI-PRESIDENTS 
 
Spring is here! The pansies are blooming and all is 
right with the world. 
 
Our major activity this spring is our plant sale to 
be held at the Congregational Church from 9-1 on 
May 21st. We need to be potting up any plants we 
want to donate at a minimum of 3 weeks ahead of 
the sale to be sure they look their best. 
Additionally, you may purchase plants and donate 
them. Monetary donations are always welcome. 
Remember, this is one of our major fundraisers, so 
we anticipate full participation from all Club 
members. 

Our Annual Meeting and Luncheon will be held on May 
17th. This is a great social event where we will be voting 
on our slate of officers for next year. Read on for more 
details. 
 
We wish you a happy and safe summer and look forward 
to seeing you in the fall. 
 
Tri-Presidents: Jane Lischewski, Martha Schleck, and 
Debbie Wentworth 

 

ANNUAL MEETING NEWS 
After a 2-year COVID hiatus, you won’t want to miss the NGC Annual Luncheon and Meeting to 
be held this year at the Needham Golf Club on May 17th at 11:30 AM. Be sure to attend to get 
together, renew friendships, vote in our new slate of officers, and conduct other business of 
the Club.  And, of course, you can enjoy the delicious buffet menu organized by our hospitality 
committee and prepared by the Needham Golf Club kitchen: Tossed garden salad; potato 

 

 

Upcoming Calendar 

Tuesday, May 17, 11:30 AM.  Annual Luncheon 

and Meeting.  Needham Golf Club 

Saturday, May 21, 9:00 AM –1:00 PM. Spring 

Plant Sale. Needham Congregational Church  

September 20, 9:30 AM.  September General 

Meeting, in the Community Room in the library 

 

Visit us online at 
www.needhamgardenclub.com 

 

http://www.needhamgardenclub.com/
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salad; NGC chips; chicken; broccoli; ziti; deli platter; assorted cheeses & condiments; assorted 
breads; cookies, brownies, and fruit; coffee, decaf, and tea. 

Gluten-free meals are available and will be prepared and wrapped separately in a gluten-free 
section of the kitchen with choices from the above list. PLEASE PRE-ORDER by May 6; send a 
check for $35.00 payable to the Needham Garden Club to Anne Brain, 25 Ridgeway Ave., 
Needham 02492.  BE SURE TO INDICATE YOUR MEAL CHOICE: Regular or Gluten Free.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE SLATE OF BOARD POSITIONS 

Thank you to our Nominating Committee, Anne Carlson and Nancy Agler, and to all the 
members who have agreed to take on a board position for the 2022-2023 year. Come to 
annual meeting to cast your vote. 

Co-Presidents: Debbie Wentworth & Gail Davis 

1st Vice President – Programs: Martha Schleck & Nancy Gallerani 

2nd Vice President - Flower Arranging: Carole Grosberg & Lyn Jekowsky 

Recording Secretary: Mary Toran 

Corresponding Secretary: Bonnie Waters 

Treasurer: Nancy Agler 

Communications: Anne Carlson – Publicity, Trish Cruickshank – Yearbook, Lyn Jekowsky - Social 
Media 

Community Outreach: Cathie Cummings & Ellen Barnes 

Flower Arranging: Carole Grosberg & Lyn Jekowsky 

Horticulture: Trish Cruickshank & Terry Luskin 

Hospitality: Anne Brain & Cathy Flaherty 

Membership: Diana Conroy & Lynne Braley 

Newsletter: Amy Cicala & Jane Brand 

Nominating: Nancy Agler & Jane Lischewski 
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Programs: Martha Schleck & Nancy Gallerani 

Ways & Means: Fabienne Madsen& Nancy Yablonski 

 

SPRING PLANT SALE NEWS 
We are getting ready for our Spring Plant Sale to be held Saturday, May 21st, from 9-1 at the 

Needham Congregational Church, 1154 Great Plain Avenue.  Tell your gardening friends about 

this opportunity to obtain plants for their gardens and homes. This year, we’ll feature 

specially planted containers, which 

were made at a very successful plant 

workshop, organized by Horticulture co-

chairs Terry Luskin and Trish 

Cruickshank, and held in Lyn Jekowsky's 

back yard on April 12th.  Also, we’ll be 

selling perennials from our members’ 

gardens (read on for tips on how to 

prepare your plants), and special 

houseplants.   

 

TIPS ON DIGGING AND REPOTTING: 

 Now is the time to divide and repot, so that your plants will look 

healthy and presentable on May 21! If you will need help to divide, 

call Terry or Trish as soon as possible. 

~ The day before, water all the plants that you will divide; this will 

aid in separating the roots and will minimize transplant stress. 

~ Have your clean green or black plastic pots and potting 

soil ready. (Terracotta pots are often too heavy for customers to 

carry.) 

~ Dig the plants up using a pitchfork or garden claw, and use a 

sharp tool to separate the roots. Some plants are easier to divide than others! 
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~ Pot up your divisions in an appropriately sized pot, water well, label with a sharpie on 

painter’s tape, and place in a shady area for a day or two. Once the plants have recovered, 

you can move them back to their original light condition. Continue to keep the soil moist. 

~ Print a copy of a descriptive label (arriving via email in late April) 

and a color photo of the plant in bloom from the internet; tape 

them to a popsicle stick or a recycled plastic knife, and place this 

information in the pot the day before the sale. 

~ Drop off your labeled plants (unidentified plants just don't sell!!) 

between 7:30 and 8 AM on Saturday, May 21, at the 

Congregational Church (1154 Great Plain Avenue), or in advance of 

the sale at Trish Cruickshank's house (64 Elmwood Road). 

 

WAYS AND MEANS NEWS  

While May and June are consumed with the work of outdoors- enjoying and tending our 

gardens, looking forward to beach weather and picnics- the Ways and Means Co-Chairs are 

busy planning for … December.  

The Wreath and Arrangement Sale will be on Saturday, December 3rd and the vital workshop 

where the beauties are created will be on Friday, December 2nd. Just a reminder that this is an 

ALL-CLUB event (just like the plant sale 

coming in just days!) and all are expected to 

lend a hand to the hardworking Ways and 

Means Committee. Please mark your 

calendars now. If you can bear to think about 

your own decorating needs for the holiday 

season, please think about whether you want 

to purchase a wreath for the “Make-Your-

Own” sale (again, on Friday the 2nd of 

December in the afternoon). The orders for 

these wreaths must be placed very early in 

our program year, so our first general meeting on September 20th will be the last chance to 

reserve one. More information will be coming, so this can go on the back burner for now, but 
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it is an important segment of the preparation that goes into the Ways and Means planning. 

The committee will be meeting outdoors in mid-May to do further work. 

Ways and Means Chairs: Fabienne Madsen, Diana Conroy, and Nancy Yablonski 

 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS 

Spring is a busy time for the Community Outreach 
Committee. In early April, the outdoor library urns were 
divested of their winter greens and are now cheerful with 
pansies, pussy willows, and grasses. We will need help 
from NGC members with watering the sunny urns so that 
they do not dry out. Look for sign-up lists at the next 
meeting!  
 
The Noyes Garden is waking 
up. In late March the crocuses 
popped up and in April the 
daffodils burst into bloom. The 
garden is looking forward to 
being tidied up and improved 
with the annual spreading of 
“black gold” from the Noanett 
Garden Club. The garden will 

need volunteers to keep it watered during the summer months, so 
sign-up lists will be available at the next meeting. We are currently 
developing long-range plans for this garden to include more native 
plants. Though currently colorful and attractively planned, we 
would love to encourage pollinators and support a more natural 

ecology. The first step is 
measuring and laying 
out a grid so that 
choosing and arranging 
plantings will be both beautiful and accurate.  
 
Many, many thanks to the NGC members who so 
willingly and faithfully supplied the library reception 
table with either a beautiful flower arrangement or 
houseplant. It’s always a pleasure to walk in and see 
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flowers or greenery in this area. Again, look for sign-up lists at the next meeting for help with 
this activity.  
 
We hope to restore our Garden Therapy program next fall. Of course, it depends upon the 
state of the pandemic, but we have missed the creative opportunity to bring flowers and 
supplies to those in nursing homes who are not able to manage an arrangement on their own. 
We hope the program will resume in the fall.  
 
Community Outreach Committee Co-Chairs: Cathie Cummings and Lynne Jones  
 

WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, and PUBLICITY 
 
Visit our Club Website [NeedhamGardenClub.com] and Facebook page often to stay abreast of 

Club news. There is some interesting information in the Members Only page of the Needham 

Garden Club’s website—-for member’s eyes only. The password is pansy2020 (all lower case). 

Share any photos or information with our Social Media, Website, and Publicity Tri-Chairs: 
Nancy Agler, Lyn Jekowsky, and Gail Davis 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 
We hope you enjoy reading this issue of the newsletter.  The deadline for submissions for the 
September/October issue is August 10.  Please let us know about any Garden Club news or 
other information you’d like us to include. 
 
Newsletter Committee Co-Chairs: Carol Alper and Amy Cicala  

 

BITS AND PIECES 

We welcome our newest member. Her mentor will be Jane Brand and she will join the 
Outreach committee.  
Lori Hall 
172 Lindbergh Avenue 
339 225-0789,  Lhall172@gmail.com 
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Did You Know… 

The Needham Garden Club proudly supports The Charles River Watershed Association, the 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society (The Garden at Elm Bank), and The Native Plant Trust 

(headquartered at Garden in the Woods and formerly known as New England Wildflower 

Society). Our memberships to these wonderful organizations include two admission cards to 

the Mass. Hort./Elm Bank Garden in Wellesley. The treasurer, Nancy Agler, holds them. If you 

ever want to visit, just contact Nancy at niagler@aol.com or 832-443-3835 and she will get 

them to you.  

We also receive tickets to Garden in the Woods in Framingham. These passes are held at the 

Needham Library for the use of any Needham resident.  

 

LOOKING BACK 

The last program of the year, “Sounds Shady to Me”, was held on Tuesday, April 26, featuring 
Chuck Doughty of Cochato Nursery in Holbrook, MA.  Chuck talked about how to create a 
successful shade garden in our area. 

   

mailto:niagler@aol.com
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                           Three lucky winners of the drawing. 

Art in Bloom 
 
Now in its 14th year, this popular program pairs Needham High School student artists with local 
garden club members who then create a floral design to complement the student artwork.  
Here is a sample: 
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Tri-Club Meeting 
On Tuesday, March 8, the Tri-Club (Needham Garden Club, Kalmia Garden Club, and Beth 

Shalom Garden Club) meeting was held at Temple Beth Shalom in Needham, featuring a 

demonstration by Jeb Taylor and Daniel Lopez-Ospina of New Leaf Flores, a boutique florist in 

Jamaica Plain. 

 

 

 .       
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                                                                                  The happy drawing winners. 
 


