
Needham Garden Club Board Minutes 
June 14, 2022 

(20 Board Members present) 

Co-President Debbie Wentworth called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  The 
meeting took place via Zoom.  Debbie thanked and welcomed all new and present 
officers and Board Members. 

Recording Secretary: 
In-coming Recording Secretary is Mary Toran.  Out-going Recording Secretary, 
Jane Brand, previously emailed the minutes of the May 3 Board Meeting to the 
Board.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 

Corresponding Secretary Bonnie Waters reported she sent sympathy cards to 
Gretchen Frauenberger on the loss of her husband, and to the family of Mary Jane 
Casey. 

Treasurer/Finance Chair Nancy Agler reported she is awaiting final figures to 
complete the 2022-2023 Budget.  After much discussion, it was decided to 
postpone voting to approve the Budget until Nancy sends out the final figures and 
a vote will be taken via email. Discussion of the budget included the following 
questions to be decided:  Should the total expenses for the Annual Luncheon be 
included in the Hospitality Budget line item, or should the activity be accounted 
for separately given that the cost is repaid by the membership?  Should the 
Amaryllis Bulb sale be a line item on its own since the cost is repaid by the 
members?  How should we handle the NHS Distinguished Career Award flowers 
that we are responsible for every three years? 

There was also discussion about the use of paper vouchers for reimbursement. 
Should we use or not use them?  If not, we need to change the bylaws. It was 
decided that any purchases for Garden Club activities should only be done under 
specific direction by the Committee Chairs.  

Communications Committee: 
Publicity – Anne Carlson reported she will be sending scholarship information to 
the paper soon. 
Yearbook – Trish Cruickshank reported the Yearbook is in the works and the 
deadline for members to send information to her is July 1. 
Social Media – Lyn Jekowsky reported that FaceBook is doing well with many 
views.  She asks that we email her any pictures and/or news. 
Website – Nancy Agler had nothing to report. 

Community Outreach Co-Chair Cathie Cummings reported they have been in 
touch with two nursing homes in town, North Hill and Briarwood, in regard to 
Garden Therapy.  They are waiting to hear from Avita.  Another possibility is the 



Community Room at Linden Street Housing.  Co-Chair Ellen Barnes reported she 
and Karen Taggart have been shopping for red, white and blue flowers and flags 
for the Library Urns which will have to be watered over the summer.  Also, the 
planting and replanting at Noyes Garden went well.  New native plants were 
added.  The Library Service is good until the end of July. 

Flower Arranging Co-Chair Lyn Jekowsky reported they are making plans for 
the October program. 

Horticulture Co-Chair Terry Luskin reported that the Spring Plant Sale was a 
great success! 

Hospitality Co-Chairs Anne Brain and Cathy Flaherty are open to suggestions 
for next year’s luncheons. 

Membership Co-Chair Lynne Braley reported they are still working on the list of 
Active and Associate Members.  She hopes to have a complete list by July 1.  Co-
Chair Diana Conroy reported that we are going to need bookmarks at the Library 
and is looking for the original graphic.  It was suggested she contact Karen 
Taggart.  Diana also reported that we are down to four aprons and they have to find 
a new company.  One option was to purchase the aprons and have the graphics 
printed on locally, perhaps by a local art teacher.   

Newsletter Co-Chair Jane Brand requested any information and/or pictures for 
the September/October Newsletter be sent to her by August 10. 

Nominating Committee:  Concern was shown that some members had expressed 
unhappiness about being assigned to more committees than they expected to be, 
when they indicated their interests. Nominating said they would take that under 
consideration next year when making committee assignments next year.  

Program Co-Chair Martha Schleck reported that all our meeting days at the 
Library are reserved, and there are four speakers signed up. 

Ways and Means Co-Chair Fabienne Madsen reported that the Committee met 
May 16 to discuss dates and preparations for the Wreath and Arrangement Sale.  
We acquired a lot of Christmas decorations from the Congregational Church that 
we will try to incorporate into what we already have.  She asks that members 
please don’t buy anything new.  Co-Chair Nancy Yablonski reported that we 
might reconsider having the jewelry sale again, since it has been such a success in 
the past. 

Old Business:  Jessie Hoffmeister, 2022 Needham High School graduate, is the 
recipient of this year’s Needham Garden Club Scholarship.  Jessie will be studying 
Horticulture at California Polytechnic State University. 



New Business:  Debbie Wentworth announced that our Annual Audit is due 
October 1.  She will contact Vivian Weller to see if she is interested in doing it 
again, or if she can suggest someone else.  Martha Schleck is retiring as our Zoom 
Coordinator and Lyn Jekowsky has volunteered to take over.  The date for our first 
Board Meeting is September 13, 2022. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Toran, Recording Secretary 

Present:  Nancy Agler, Ellen Barnes, Jane Brand, Anne Brain, Lynn Braley, Anne 
Carlson, Diana Conroy, Trish Cruickshank, Cathie Cummings, Gail Davis, Cathy 
Flaherty, Lyn Jekokwsky, Jane Lishewski, Terry Luskin, Fabienne Madsen, Martha 
Schleck, Mary Toran, Bonnie Waters, Debbie Wentworth and Nancy Yablonski. 


