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           Needham Garden Club Newsletter 

January/February 2019 

 

LETTER FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS 
Happy New Year Garden Club Members! 
Thank you to all of the members (especially the Ways and 
Means Committee) who helped at the Wreath and Arrangement 
sale! 
 
After a successful Wreath and Arrangement Sale, and the 
introduction of the gently used jewelry sale which was well 
received and highly profitable, we can look forward to spring 
and all the fantastic programs ahead! The focus on gardening 
and pollinators is sure to be of great interest to the club and the 
wider community. We have already had several people inquire 
about the bee program, and have happily shared the 
information. 
 
Also, it’s not too early to think about what you will offer for the 
Plant Sale in June! In researching a favorite plant, the old-
fashioned 4 O’Clocks (Mirabilis Jalapa), whose profusion of 
blooms and vibrant colors are so enjoyable, we discovered a 
whole world of organic gardening practice called “Trap 
Planting.” 

“Trap Planting” is a method of luring or taking advantage of a pest’s natural 
tendencies. In a very broad-brush explanation, Trap Planting is the purposeful 
planting of any crop as a diversionary plant to ward off pests. There are three 
broad categories in this concept. The first is “sacrificial” planting. If you are a 
lover of roses, you may also think about planting a more fragrant rose that is 
more attractive to pests, knowing that this is not going to be a rosebush kept 
for pride and beauty -- it will be sacrificed to the pest. The second category, 
which most of us are familiar with, is “companion” planting. We all know to 
plant marigolds with tomatoes because the pests that are attracted to 
marigolds are also likely to be the ones that feast on the tomato attackers. 
Other predators of the marigolds also will attack the tomato pests. The last 
category is “magnet planting,” whereby planting a plant known to be tempting 
to one pest will offer protection to another plant that is vulnerable to the same 
pest. In this case, Japanese beetles are a horrible problem for roses. They also 
are very fond of 4 O’Clocks, and the 4 O’Clocks are deadly poison to the 
Japanese beetles (and house pets and people, so use the normal caution that 
you would when planting toxic plants). The 4 O’Clock blossoms are more 
profuse and of brighter colors, so they become the preferred plant for the 

darned pests. Do a little research and give Trap Planting a try in your home garden! 
 
Nancy Agler and Diana Conroy, Co-Presidents 

 

Upcoming Calendar 

January 22: 9:30 a.m.  January General Meeting, 

Community Room, Needham Library.  “A Friendly 

Look into a Beehive” 

February 26: 9:30 a.m. February General Meeting, 

Community Room, Needham Library.  “A 

Sustainable Garden” 

March 13-17.  Boston Flower and Garden Show, 

Seaport World Trade Center 

March 21: 10:00 a.m. Garden Therapy at 

Briarwood Health Care 
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JANUARY PROGRAM   

 

Beekeeper Sue Robinson, the owner of Buzz 

10 Honey, will be the featured speaker at our 

January 22 general meeting.  You will not want 

to miss this opportunity to learn from a 

passionate educator about bees and their role 

in the environment.  “Our goal is to make 

people aware that there are a lot of problems 

in the bee world,” she said, citing a current decrease in the global bee population. 

Sue is also a beekeeper and manufacturer of local honey and related products. 

The program will be held at 9:30 in the Needham Public Library Community Room, 

following a brief business meeting. 

 

FEBRUARY PROGRAM   

Our featured speaker for our February 26 general meeting will be Rebecca Warner, a Newton 
gardener, author, and blogger.  She will share her practical experience in trying to become a 
more environmentally responsible home gardener.  Rebecca gardens on her one-third-acre lot 
and specializes in working toward employing more sustainable gardening practices.  

Passionate about finding practical ways to apply eco-friendly principles to gardening, she believes 
“gardeners can be an important part of the solution for environmental problems.” In 2016, she 
published her book on this subject, The Sustainable Enough Garden.  

The program will be held at 9:30 in the Needham Public Library Community Room, following a 

brief business meeting. 

Lori Markell and Fawn Hurwitz, Program Committee Co-Chairs 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEWS  

Now is the time for all active members to let the Nominating Committee know about your committee preferences for 
the 2019-2020 Garden Club year.  Forms have been emailed and there will be forms available to fill out at the January 
meeting.   You may also send an email directly to the co-chairs: awcarlson@aol.com or lynnebraley@gmail.com. Please 
give three choices for changing (if you want to change) to a different committee.  The deadline for returning your 
preference sheet is January 22nd. 
 
Anne Carlson and Lynne Braley, Nominating Committee Co-Chairs 

 

mailto:awcarlson@aol.com
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HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE NEWS 

January: HORTICULTURE CORNER:   At our January meeting, members are invited to bring in garden and flower arranging 
books and catalogs to share with other members. Any books not claimed by the meeting’s end will be donated to the 
library’s ongoing book sale. 
 
February:  HORTICULTURE CORNER: Display of native plants that are good pollinators. 
 
March 19 AT THE LIBRARY:  Educational Workshop for members to learn how to grow and present plants or cuttings for 
a Standard Flower show.  Participants will learn the basics of rooting plants from cuttings and generally what is required 
to enter a cutting or plant into competition.  Our current plan is to show what we learn from the workshop by having a 
mini-flower show at our May luncheon.  Sign-up sheet and further details will be on the back table at our January 
meeting.   
 
Karen Taggart and Vivian Weller, Horticulture Committee Co-Chairs  

 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE NEWS 

        
Great work Ways and Means Committee, Jewelry Sub-Committee and all members who participated in our very 
successful event! Although most of us agree that the traffic at our sale was down this year, we made about $2800, over 
$1000 from the jewelry sale alone. 
 
Jane Lischewski and Mary Louise Kehoe, Ways and Means Committee Co-Chairs 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

As the club calendar approaches the mid-year mark, membership rolls have been growing. We most recently welcomed 
two talented new members. Lindy Roethlisberger enjoys travel, cooking, music, and art and will join the Program 
Committee with Cathie Cummings as her mentor.  Nemet Eid enjoys yoga, gardening, music, and reading and will join 
the Horticulture Committee with Lyn Jekowski as her mentor.  Check the website directory to learn their contact 
information and be sure to welcome them to the club at the next meeting.  

Happy New Year to all and we will look forward to seeing you at our January meeting.   

Nancy Gallerani, Eileen Mecagni, and Bonnie Waters, Membership Committee Co-Chairs 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

   

The Community Outreach Committee is busy planning our next Garden Therapy 
session in March. We will be at Briarwood on Lincoln Street making beautiful 

baskets for 15-20 residents. The residents are always pleased with their creations, and we have a rewarding time helping 
them achieve their goals. Please join us and share in this rich experience.  
 
In November we visited Avita of Needham.  This was a new venue for us and we were graciously welcomed.  The 
accompanying photos show some of the baskets that were made there. 
 
Lynne Jones and Debbie Wentworth. Community Outreach Committee Co-Chairs  
 
 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
The Horticulture Committee is scheduled for hospitality duties at the January 22 General Meeting, and Community 
Outreach for the February 26 General Meeting. 
 
Mary Toran and Cathy Flaherty, Hospitality Committee Co-Chairs 
 
 

WEBSITE and SOCIAL MEDIA 

Be sure to check out our website: www.needhamgardenclub.com for the most current information about club events 
and photos. In addition, all of the information found in the yearbook also can be found on the website in the Members 
Only section.  Use the password “needham” to access. 
 
We also have a strong Facebook presence this year! Find us at Needham Garden Club. Be sure to “Like” and “Share” our 
page with others.  
 
Social Media and Website Co-Chairs: Nancy Agler and Lyn Jekowsky 

 

 

http://www.needhamgardenclub.com/
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NEWSLETTER 
 
We hope you enjoy reading this issue of the newsletter.  The deadline for submissions for the March/April issue is 
February 10.  Please let us know about any Garden Club news or other information you’d like us to include. 
 
Newsletter Committee Co-Chairs, Carol Alper and Amy Cicala  

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE FALL 

In case you missed Candace Morganstern’s program “New Techniques on Floral Design,” we’re including a few photos of 
her amazing work. 
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In preparation for the Wreath and Arrangement sale, some club members 
attended a Holiday Centerpiece workshop at Karen Taggart’s house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monica Foley’s entry to Mass Hort’s Festival of Trees, called Jul 
Shimmer.  Jul is the Swedish word for Christmas and shimmer is used to 
reflect the shimmer in some jewelry.   

 


